
 
June 6, 2008 

 
 
Reply to 
Attn Of:  ETPA-088        Ref: 07-054-AFS  
 
Hans von Rekowski, Planning Staff Officer  
Sitka Ranger District  
204 Siginaka Way  
Sitka, Alaska 99835  
 
Dear Mr. von Rekowski:  
 

The EPA has completed its review of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
and Record of Decision (ROD) for the Iyouktug Timber Sales project (CEQ No. 20080168) 
on the Hoonah Ranger District, Tongass National Forest, in accordance with our responsibilities 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. 

 
EPA rated the draft EIS and preferred alternative (Alternative 3) as EC-2 (Environmental 

Concerns-Insufficient Information) primarily due to concerns regarding potential impacts to 
water quality. We recommended that the final EIS include additional information about the 
affected resources and mitigation measures to avoid or compensate for impacts.  In addition, we 
recommended that the Forest Service (FS) identify which waters in the project area are listed on 
Alaska’s 303(d) list and whether the project will contribute to exceedences of water quality 
standards.  Finally, we recommended that the final EIS include an expanded water quality 
discussion that includes mitigation measures and that also includes potential impacts of sediment 
on wetlands and associated mitigation measures. 

 
We appreciate the FS’s consideration of our comments and inclusion of additional 

discussion regarding the 303(d) listed water body in the FEIS and ROD, and the additional 
information on this water body and its status in the Water Quality section.  We also appreciate 
verification that the implementation of the most current Best Management Practices (BMPs) will 
ensure that current uses will not be impaired and state water quality standards will not be 
exceeded.   The Response to Comments appendix in the Final EIS (Appendix B) and ROD 
contains sound rationale as to why a modified Alternative 3 was selected.  Based on our review 
of the final EIS and ROD, we have determined that the potential impacts associated with the 
selection of Alternative 3 remain, but those impacts have been sufficiently evaluated and 
disclosed.   
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the final EIS and ROD.  Please feel free to 
contact Jennifer Curtis of my staff at (907) 271-6324 or curtis.jennifer@epa.gov with any 
questions that you may have. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /s/ 
      Christine Reichgott, Manager 
      NEPA Review Unit 
 
cc:  Rich Jennings, District Ranger, Hoonah Ranger District, Tongass National Forest 
 PO Box 135  
 Hoonah, AK 99829-0135 
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